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“Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; shall you not 

know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert.” 

Isaiah 43:19 
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If so, then sign up today for a 6-chapter course on 

what is sure to be a spiritual education you’ve never 

had before! We dedicate personal time to walk you 

through God’s design for life and help you with other 

spiritual needs you may have. 

 

Send your request to: 

Blueprints for Living Ministries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1465 

San Marcos TX 78667 
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Arthur Garcia, writing from behind the razor wire 

about his love for the Lord, encouraging others 

around him and sharing his mistakes to help others 

not forget what the Lord has done for them. 

Writing from Behind the Razor Wire. . . . 

Eriac Corley, also writing from behind the razor 

wire, he plays the drums and faithfully mentors 

men in his life, eager to share with fellow inmates 

that mistakes don’t define but refine us.  

3 

“God Doesn’t Need You” by Ruben Constante, Jr. (p. 6) 

It’s no secret that money runs the world and those who have it 

call the shots; therefore, it’s easy for us to buy into the idea that 

in order to advance God’s kingdom, we must channel as much 

earthly resources as we can. However, God doesn’t need any of 

that to fulfill His redemptive plan, and Ruben shares with us 

why.  

 

“Take a Stand!” by Stephen Cervera (p. 16) 

Caving to the culture seems to be the default response for most 

people—even within the church! True biblical courage is hard to 

find nowadays, yet we are still commanded to rise above the 

chaotic and confusion that surrounds us. Brother Steve shares 

with us a good word regarding why we should not cower to a 

world that is bent on destruction.  

 

“Five Essentials Disciplines of the Faith” by Adrian Pasillas (p. 

22) 

Brother Adrian continues to walk us through the glorious trails 

of solid Bible study, and this month discusses the second lesson 

on worship.  

 

“Act Like Men!” by Adrian Pasillas (p. 30) 

The current standards of masculinity that bombard men serve 
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them no good. Their insidious nature and distorted principles 

daily enchant men to pursue lifestyles that do not glorify God. In 

this article, Brother Adrian reminds us that we must take a stand 

against all that is ungodly.  

 

“Coming Back to Where You Started” by Joel Malm (p. ) 

Many times, life presents with embarrassing moments that 

tempt us to hide our fac from the world. Brother Joel knows 

that feeling and, in this article, he shares some profound 

thoughts on why those moments are teachable opportunities to 

get back on track.  

37 

Adrian Pasillas, in the midst and process of church 

planting in Yancey, TX. He. enjoys building cabinets, 

cooking, and working on an autobiography for the next 

generation. 

Stephen Cervera, Ordained Minister at New Di-

rection Church in San Antonio, TX, student at 

San Antonio Bible Institute, enjoys playing the 

bass guitar and is a Broncos fan. 

Jason Cole, Ordained Evangelist, attends 

Radiant Church, actively engaged in jail 

and prison ministry, and loves fishing 

with his four beautiful daughters. 

Ralph Griego, Pastor of C.O.O.L. Ministries 

in San Antonio, TX, loves ministering to in-

mates, a full-time welder/fabricator, loves 

Israel Garza, Pastor of Redeemed Ministries, help-

ing ex-felons reintegrate into society, enjoys doing 

carpentry, with an emphasis on remodeling his 

Josh Okoye, born in Columbus, Ohio, and raised in 
Houston, Texas, received a Bachelor in Exercise 
Sports Science with a Concentration in Pre-Physical 
Therapy, currently Student Minister at Calvary Bap-
tist Church San Marcos 
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The Blueprints Writing Team 

Randy McDaris, Pastor at First Baptist Church in 

Lovington, New Mexico, loves spending time with 

his family and fishing. 

Rosanna Haddock, Music and Media Ministries Lead-

er at Calvary Baptist San Marcos, TX, enjoys cooking, 

hiking, is a compulsive rock collector, loves books, 

and dabbles in a bit of writing. 

Brittany Gray, realtor, conservative advocate, work-

ing toward a Juris Doctorate in Constitutional Law, 

and most importantly, a mom. 

  Angel Marie Price, a Houston, Texas native, 
first-generation graduate from Texas State 
University with a Bachelor in Exercise Sports 
Science, Youth/College Co-Minister at Calvary 
Baptist Church San Marcos 
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From the Desk of Ruben 

There is something energizing about snowstorms fading and 

blue skies shining. Springtime is revitalizing and filled with 

fresh breezes, green pastures, and just about everything that 

symbolizes life.  

 And that’s why I enjoy this time of the year. 

 Spring season reminds that God is always looking to 

do something new. He is looking to create life and to restore 

what is broken. God’s love springs into action when we con-

fess our sins and turn to Him in repentant faith. He wants 

nothing more than to reconnect with His creation.  

 And He’s moved heaven and earth to get that done. 

He sent Jesus to do what you and I could never do. He sent 

Jesus to save, sanctify, and send us into the world to continue 

His mission of evangelizing and discipling a lost and broken 

world. 

 This month’s issue will remind you that you are not 

lost or beyond the pale of His grace. He won’t control the ac-

tions of a fallen world, but He has prom-

ised and proven to take those actions 

and make something glorious from them. 

 Will you let Him?   

Ruben Constante, Jr. 
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God Doesn’t Need You 
Ruben Constante, Jr. 

 

I think we’ve misunderstood the Gospel—or rather, how God 

gets His word out to the world. 

 We’ve become Westernized like that. See, because we 

live in America, we tend to view everything from a personal 

rights perspective. We are groomed in a culture that basically ca-

ters to our fallen nature, promising us material possessions galore 

if we just work hard enough. We are conditioned from childhood 

to pledge allegiance to a flag whose very symbol idolizes the per-

sonal quest for human fulfillment.    

 Now, to be clear, there is nothing wrong with any of those 

things if kept within the proper framework. God doesn’t have a 

problem with us seeking a better life, but He does have a problem 

when that becomes the end all of everything we do. In short, we 

are not to preoccupy ourselves with mere pleasure seeking or 

financial security, because those things can easily distract us from 

the true calling of our faith. 

 We are here to advance His kingdom not ours. 

 Which takes us back to mistaking how God gets His word 

out. We might think He needs for us to get some political might 

on our side or to build as many platforms as we can or train lead-

ers or develop curriculums or conduct workshops and seminars.  

 We think He needs our ingenuity.  

 A careful study of the Word, however, reveals that He nev-

er used human skill to establish His covenants, nor did He require 
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includes our thoughts and our mind or even an unclean heart. 

For example: It isn’t what we have done in our past that stops 

us from being closer with Him. It is, however, because we have 

not asked forgiveness of those sins. We try to be close with our 

Father without saying, “Father, I did wrong. I hurt people I 

love—including You—and I need to be delivered and set free.” 

It is on that moment that even in the darkest corners of the 

world, the enemy cannot hold us in contempt anymore! We 

are set free, indeed. And that, my friend, is worth rejoicing 

over! Be encouraged and know that these storms over us are 

only seasonal. So, make sure it isn’t you holding yourself back 

from your destiny. The good Word says, “Oh, give thanks to 

the Lord of Lords! For His mercy endures forever: (Ps. 136:3). 

Be in peace.  

Sister Brittany responded to her blog published 

in our February issue in which she revealed her 

personal battles with depression and anxiety and 

was very open about what she experienced and 

how she overcame it.  
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Brother Cantu, 

Thank you for writing our team. We appreciate your feedback. 

Hearing from our subscribers also lets us know that the messages 

are getting to the exact people God put on our hearts to write. 

I just wanted to tell you I know exactly what you mean when it 

feels like the depressed cloud just won’t go away. It took many 

years of trusting God, but one day it clicked: If everything God does 

is in seasons and this one doesn’t seem to leave, it must be something I 

am doing or not doing that is allowing and inviting the dark cloud to 

stay over me.  

There are many religions that speak of love and peace to the 

world, Brother Cantu. But what is so uniquely divine and omnis-

cient about our God and our relationship with our Maker is that 

He doesn’t just do things for us. He says He dwells with us, too 

(cf. Is. 57:15)! And He will not dwell in an unclean space. This 

Brother Cantu’s question: I become depressed and get anxiety a 

lot and feel helpless in my situation. I pray but like I feel God’s 

not answering my prayers. What advice can you give me? 
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man’s power to advance His redemptive plan. It doesn’t matter 

how neatly we decorate our fragile frame; it cannot contribute 

to God’s glorious plan for humanity. Instead of asking clay pots 

to fancy up themselves for His plan, He demands they remain 

broken and lowly. 

 Consider these facts, for example: 

—God clothed Adam and Eve. (Translation: They couldn’t 

clothe themselves good enough for God.) 

—God used an elderly couple to establish a nation. 

(Translation: They weren’t physiologically capable.) 

—God called Moses while he was fugitive. (Translation: As a 

murderer, Moses wasn’t “qualified” to do anything but 

serve time for his crime.) 

—God anointed a teenage shepherd boy to be king. 

(Translation: David wasn’t among the prestigious of his 

family.)  

—God used depressed and “emotionally unstable” men to re-

buke kings and nations. (Translation: They weren’t finan-

cially or socially sound.) 

And the list can go on and on, which would also include 

how God used pagan rulers and religious maniacs to advance 

His kingdom.  

—He raised up a pharaoh to serve His purpose (Ex. 9:16). 

—He raised up the Chaldeans to punish His people (Hab. 1:6). 

—He used Rome to execute His Son (Matt. 27). 

—He used religious leaders to persecute the Church and 

turned one the best of them (Saul of Tarsus) into the writer 

of ¾ of the New Testament, mostly while he was locked up! 

And during the first 300 years after Christ’s life, the 
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Church had experienced a radical persecution that did more to 

advance God’s kingdom than anything we could ever do with 

our fancy buildings and power point presentations. The point 

couldn’t be clearer: 

God uses the worst of humanity to accomplish His plan.  

This is fantastic news to those who are broken and beat 

down. It is just what the cast aways need to hear; namely, that 

they don’t need to pretty themselves up to be accepted and 

used by God. To the uneducated God says, “I want you espe-

cially because you aren’t blinded by your degrees.” 

But for those who are steeped in political influence and 

are loaded with cash and well connected to those in power, this 

is bad news.  For us who are adorned with earthly power, we 

may be able to build an army of humanitarian forces and curry 

favor with powerful elites, but we are doing it on our strength 

and by our own power. To be clear, God can certainly promote 

us to lofty positions and we can work hard to acquire material 

gain, but none of that is a prerequisite for His power to be made 

known. The Lord has made it clear that He will build His king-

dom “not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech. 4:6). 

Why is all this important for us to understand? 

It’s simple: If we believe that God needs our money and 

power to establish His kingdom, then we will rely on our re-

sources to do what we think He wants to do. We will sidestep 

discipleship and form cronies. We will skirt submission and 

erect monuments of personal glory. And when done, those ac-

complishments will not reflect the God of grace nor the power 

of His glory but will highlight our own. 

Our names will be lifted, not His. 
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Check yourself. 
Act like men, which is Paul’s basic point. 
 
 Be strong. 
The expectation for a man is… that HE is the strong one. 
 
Let all you do be done in love. 
Not how society deems or defines love, but how Paul explains it, 
in 1 Corinthians 13:4-7: Love is patient and kind; love does not 
envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

This brings us full circle. Dear men, your goal in life is 
not you. Your goal in life is to love and serve Jesus, by also lov-
ing the people around you like Jesus. That is what it means to be 
a man, and that is the kind of selfless, consistent, Biblical, godly 
men that we need now more than ever! 
  
 

“Act like Men” cont’d 
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But we can take great courage and have confidence in 

His plan because it doesn’t require a human skillset or some 

group talent. He wants our submission not our resume. He 

wants us to remain lowly and at His feet. So, instead of trying to 

ascend the mount of popularity we should remain in the valley 

of humility.  

We should embrace our fragility and surrender it to 

God—lest we build our kingdom under the guise of His name. 



10 

The Pain That Causes Change 
Michael Polston (Kyle Unit) 

 

 Hello, my name is Michael Polston. I want to 

talk to you about the pain to become different. 

 So, you see some people would use alcohol to 

hide their pain, as some people would use drugs to 

hide pain. 

 The pain could be losing someone, getting hurt 

by someone, or it could be the pain that I was deal-

ing with and that not liking who I had become—

because of my alcohol and drug use had cause me a 

lot of pain.  

 Until the pain to change becomes greater than 

the pain to stay the same, nothing will change, and I 

want to change! Change meaning to become differ-

ent in every way imaginable, to the same degree I 

had become painful to others. 

 My actions—my entire life—had become one 

giant sore. 
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moms and dads literally, and necessarily, are at their beck and 
call as babies exercise their “center of anyone’s world” vis-
age.  Woe betide the parent who neglect their every want, much 
more need.  God makes them soooo cute… you can’t help but to 
love them!  Helplessness can be only so an endearing quality in a 
needful babe who needs his mother incessantly for their entire 
existence, but I am sure you would agree that it is a singularly 
irritating quality in a man. 
 

There are far too many men who live this way who, for 
whatever reason, skipped the maturation process, only by default 
subsequently slip into manhood with a male body, but a fetal 
mind, examples of being “big” for their age; the fellow, the dude, 
the guy—basically a boy/man hybrid—but not real men.   To go 
from formula to beer, from temper tantrums to big boy problems, 
overall insisting that they be treated like a babe.  That is not what 
real men do. Men grow up. And a pivotal part of growing up is 
learning how to shift the focus off of themselves and direct their 
attention to those around them.  We do not live to serve our-
selves. We live to serve others, like Jesus, who “…came not to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” (Mark 10:45). If the aforementioned brings something to 
your own remembrance…repent… and let’s continue. 

 
Five Essential Qualities of Biblical Manhood 
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let 
all that you do be done in love. (1 Cor. 16:13-14) Paul gives five 
ways that men can act like men! He says: 
 
Be on the alert. 
Take on the character of a church elder in all aspects and spheres 
of relationships, through spiritual protecting and defending all 
concerned.  Those men who do not have this “alert” frame of 
mind is still stuck in that boy/man continuum and must humbling 
reconsider their spiritual manhood. 
 
 
Stand firm in the faith. 
Beyond human relationships, a man must have a life and relation-
ship with the triune God worth imitating, even and especially in 
the immediate family. 



30 

Act Like Men! 
Adrian Pasillas 

 
 

 
 
 
There is an obvious dearth of masculinity in this post-modern 

world.  No, not the cave man, flatus/gas eructing, beer swigging, 
crotch-grabbing, chest bumping cartoon characters of manhood 
that we’ve been inured with for the longest time, ad nauseum.   
 
 Any man can grow up to become a big-bodied phallic sym-
bol.  We have plenty of those.  What I am talking about is men…
REAL men…Biblical men!  And we need them now, more than 
ever! We need another kind of “macho man”, who bravely sounded 
the alarm nearly 200 years ago, against the coming plague of femi-
nism, but where the world was more concerned with showing gut-
lessness with of the coming insidious emasculation.. 
 

After decades of manliness, the vast majority of men show 
that they haven’t the foggiest of notions as to what Biblical mascu-
linity looks like.  For this reason, we need a revival of true mascu-
linity.  Many, if not most, of the problems plaguing this culture, 
and especially the church, have to do with failed masculinity, not to 
mention weak, impotent, even effeminate men. 
 

So, we begin with 1 Corinthians 13:11 (ESV), where Paul 
gives us a primer about masculinity: When I was a child, I spoke 
like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I 
became a man, I gave up childish ways. This verse really does pre-
sent the entire case for Biblical manhood in two basic implica-
tions; “grow” and “up!” 
 

But I wax in generalities.  So, let get a little more specific, 
with the epitome of manifest, bone fide immaturity.  In the home, 
the infant is the purest distillation of egocentrism on earth, as 
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 Only God could heal that type of leprosy. Real-

ity had set in, and I was introduced to some people 

who told me about themselves, God, and classes to 

help change the direction of their lives. But I didn’t 

realize the seed that was planted began to grow 

roots in me. The seeds that were planted started 

working in my mind and began to shape the way I 

thought. 

 Your thoughts will follow your life, and my life 

with God began to take on a new meaning. I had 

one been a dry shrub in the desert and now being 

attached to the Vine, I am bearing good fruit. 

 So, you see this change in me would never 
have happened or been possible if I didn’t surrender 
to Jesus.  
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Coming Back to Where You Started 
Joel Malm 

 

One of the most humiliating experiences of my life happened 
when Emily and I moved back to the United States after living 
in South America. 

We moved back into the same house and same job I had be-
fore our adventure. A friend of mine with a low emotional in-
telligence score even blurted out at one point, ‘How embar-
rassing, you’re right back where you started!’ His statement 
irritated me because he basically said what I felt. It felt like a 
setback — the adventure was over, I had failed. Now I was 
returning like a dog with his tail between his legs, limping 
home. 

That return home turned out to be short-lived, but it gave me 
firsthand experience with a pattern I’ve seen play out in lots of 
people’s lives. 

Sometimes we have to go back to a place we left, before we 
have our next adventure. 

Psalm 23 says, “The Lord is my shepherd… he leads me in 
paths of righteousness.” That Hebrew word for path (magol), 
actually means paths made of circles. I’m convinced the jour-
ney of life (and God’s work) looks more like an ever-widening 
circle than a straight line.    

I had the image below designed for my new book Connecting 
the Dots, because I wanted a visual representation of what the 
journey in each season of life tends to look like. There’s a fair-
ly predictable pattern of processes we go through in each sea-
son. 
 

29 

part is I’m able to share with and show people what 
Jesus has done in my life.   

 
4. How did you hear about the God’s Design for Life class, why 

did you decide to enroll, and what did you get most from it? I 
heard about the class through Ruben Constante, the 
founder of  Blueprints for Living Ministries, Inc. I 
first found him while I was at my ID unit as I read 
and followed all his articles in The Echo, the Texas 
prison newspaper. He really inspired me and so 
when I met him here at the Kyle Correctional Cen-
ter, I knew I had to be involved in anything he had 
going on. So,  I signed up for the God’s Design for 
Life class, and what I have gotten out of  the class is 
hope, forgiveness, and love. Ruben’s a walking-
talking-living testimony of  how God can use people 
like me because He’s doing it through Mr. Constante. 

 
 
5. What is your main message to the men you serve? That there 

is a better way, and it’s through Jesus Christ. It’s not 
easy, but it’s for eternal life, so it’s worth it.  
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1. What is your name and how much time have you served? 
My name is Thomas “Quicks” Hinojosa. I’ve 
served nine years and nine months. 

 
2. What prompted you to repent and turn to the Lord? I’ve 

tried my way and just doing what I believed to be 
right and kept getting the same results—which was 
returning to prison! This time around I was sent to 
the Darrington unit with a 15-year aggravated sen-
tence and witnessed what God had done in other 
brothers that had life sentences and just a lot of  
time without parole. Jesus was shining through 
them. I wanted what they had. Then, a tragedy oc-
curred; I had lost my father. Jesus had been my 
Savior but then it was time to make Him my Lord, 
and that was in 2017. It hasn’t been easy, but it has 
been worth it. 

 
 
3. How are you serving the Kyle Correctional Center communi-

ty? I am a Cognitive Facilitator. With this job I am 
able to teach Cognitive Intervention, but the best 

An interview with Thomas Hinojosa 
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Every season starts with a Turning Point – a situation that 
changes life (marriage, a baby, a betrayal, a medical diagno-
sis) then we face a series of opportunities that cause us to 
grow. 

The last three stages in the circular process involve returning 
home – like Frodo going back to the shire after his adventure 
through Middle Earth. We come back home but we aren’t the 
same as when we left. We’ve lived some life and learned 
along the way. Hopefully, we’ re a little more humble. We’ve 
got a message to share with folks who didn’t take our jour-
ney. 

If you find yourself going back to a place you hoped (or 
vowed) to never return to — geographically, relationally, 
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emotionally, a job—can I encourage you with something? 
 
I’m certain this phase of the journey isn’t a setback — it’s a 
set up. It’s part of the process of becoming all God intends 
you to be. If you can keep your perspective lifted this will 
be an important part of the journey that will ultimately 
bring meaning and purpose in your life. 

 
…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Je-
sus. (Philippians 1:6) 

“Coming Back to Where You Started,”  cont’d 
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If you want to know why there is so much confusion 
in your life or why it is so prevalent in our world 

(especially sexual confusion), then look no further 
than Scripture. We don't need pills or any type of 

mind-altering substance to grant us relief from confu-
sion. 

 
James said, "For where ENVY and SELF-

SEEKING exist, confusion and every evil thing 
are there" (Jas. 3:16). 

 
Confusion, then, is the direct result of ENVY and 

SELF-SEEKING lifestyles. 
 

Confusion will always result when we want what 
someone else has and when we pursue only our self-

interests. 
 

Confusion is the product of looking for our own way. 
 

Confusion is the result of pride. 
 

Therefore, repent, and confusion will disappear. 
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Take a Stand! 
Stephen Cervera 
 
 
 
It’s not a secret to say 
that with each passing 
day that the world be-
comes darker and evil-
er.  Society tells us be-
lievers that we can’t 
have Jesus, our faith in 
schools, businesses, 
buildings all to keep us silent. However, the world blatantly pro-
motes Satan. They worshipped him at the Grammys! They have 
erected his statue in front of various buildings. Started Satan clubs 
in schools and so much more. Yes, they have taken God out and 
put the enemy the devil in his place, trying to silence those who 
have put their faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

The Bible gives us an amazing story of not bowing down 
and taking a stand in the midst of the fire. In the book of Daniel 
chapter three King Nebuchadnezzar erected a statue of gold of his 
likeness. He commanded all the people to fall and worship the stat-
ue at the sound of the horn and anyone who did not worship was 
to be immediately cast in the midst of a burning fiery furnace. 
There were three Jewish who refused to bow down to worship this 
idol. Their names: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Not only 
would they not bow but also refused to worship the gods of Baby-
lon. When Nebuchadnezzar confronted them, they simply told 
home that they did not have to answer him. Nebuchadnezzar was 
furious and ordered them to be thrown into the fiery furnace.  

 
However, he commanded that the furnace but heated sev-

en more times than it was usually heated. So hot that it even con-
sumed the guards who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne-

25 
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go. The three men fell bound into the fire.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar could not believe what he saw, asking 

did we not cast three men into the fire? And yet he saw a fourth 
in the midst of the flames. The king saying the fourth is like the 
Son of God. He then called them out of the fire and called them 
the servants of the most high God. The fire had no power over 
them, nor the hair of their heads were not singed.  

 
You see despite the fire or the heat the world is putting 

on those who follow Jesus we should not bow down and instead 
take a stand! No matter how hot it becomes know that we are 
not alone! Just as for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stood in 
the fire they were not alone. Despite what the world tries to 
make us think or how hard they try to push against us know that 
in the midst of the fiery furnace Jesus is with us. Not only that the 
fire cannot and will not hurt us. 

 
As the world burns up take a stand!  
 
Take a stand for the one who took a stand and carried a 

cross to Calvary to atone for our sins! You’re not alone! Don’t 
bow but get to your feet and take a stand. Being confident that 
greater is He that is in me than he who is in the world! May the 
grace and peace of Jesus Christ comfort you! 
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Blueprints for Living Ministries, Inc. is made possible in 
part to a growing base of donors and sponsors, and as 
such we wish to render honor to whom honor is due. 

A faithful family 
in San Antonio, 
the Silva family. 

A faithful SAPD donor 

named Janie, whose 

heart goes out to the 

less fortunate. (Is. 

61:1). 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the ex-

cellence of the power may be of God and not of us.” (2 

Cor. 4:7). 
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priests to “come on…
come near… But I will 
be regarded as holy by 
those who come near 
me.”  In the New Testa-
ment, in Hebrews 10:19
-20 we find similar in-
structions: “…
Therefore, brothers, 
since we have confi-
dence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of 
Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh…”    The curtain, which con-
cealed the glory of God from human sight, was torn at Jesus’ cru-
cifixion.  Now, the curtain, the veil, was now the flesh of Christ 
that hid His divine glory—that same glory that broke through on 
the Mount of Transfiguration that flesh couldn’t contain.  As Peter 
exclaimed, “…we were eyewitnesses to His majesty…for we 
were with Him on the holy mountain…” (2 Peter 1:16b, 18b); al-
so, “…by a new and living way (that is, consecration), that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through His flesh…let 
us draw near…” (Hebrews 10:20,22a).   

 Israel had priests to perform the duties of cleansing for the 
people (and themselves) before approaching the Tabernacle, and 
later the Temple.  But now we have a High Priest who goes not 
only into the earthly Tabernacle, but who goes into the very pres-
ence of the Father in the heavenly Tabernacle, on our behalf, as 
our Mediator, our High Priest.  “...let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with are hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure wa-
ter.” (v 22).  

 The uneasy conscience brought on by sin invariably keeps 
us at a safe distance from Him. Adam and Eve, instead of embrac-
ing their Creator, instead experience the same disquietude as they 
made themselves scare when called by God, avoiding the nearness 
of Him.   

Next month: Assembly 
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Five Essential Disciplines of the 
Faith:  3. Worship, part 2.  
Adrian Pasillas 
 
 

Preparation 

 Remember, in Exodus 19:10-12 (ESV), within the awe-
some circumstances of giving the Law, where God said to Mo-
ses to call the people to prepare to come into His presence, or 
near His presence, but not onto the mountain itself, “…Go to the 
people and consecrate them today and tomorrow and let them 
wash their garments…”  In worshipful effect, He said “I want 
those people, before they come near Me, to get ready to come 
near me, to prepare to come near Me.” 

 God gave Israel two days to get ready for the third day, 
specifically, to ensure ritual purity by washing their clothes, ab-
staining from sex, and to particularly safeguard the holiness of 
the mountain (vv10-15).  On the third day, in the midst of thun-
der and lightning, thick smoke, and a trumpet blast, Moses 
brought the trembling people to the foot of the mountain, as the 
LORD subsequently called Moses up to its summit.  The LORD 
once again told Moses to reinterate to the people, under penalty 
of death, not to become an out-of-control mob, as well as the 
priests to continue in consecration, still ever mindful the holi-
ness of Mount Sinai, as He also called for Moses’ brother Aaron 
up the mountain (vv16-25). These three momentous days pre-
ceded the coming down from Mount Sinai the Ten Command-
ments. 

 The trumpet sounded; the people trembled.  Such overt 
solemnity is hardly in effect today, as we now perhaps nominal-
ly get ready, even to prepare, before we draw near Him on the 
Lord’s Day.  Many have forgotten how to tremble before Him, 
much more regard Him as being absolutely holy.  In stark con-
trast, the trembling people, in verses 17-22, were in the midst of 
the veritable and terrible awesome, as God manifest himself up-
on Mount Sinai with smoke and earthquakes. 

 Over and over again God invites the people and the 
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Dear readers, 

 

As you read these articles and blogs, if there is something that 
piques your interest, prompts you to seek more information on, 
or you simply want personal advice regarding something you 
read, we welcome your questions and comments! We want to 
interact with you and help you in your journey with the Lord.  

 

You may feel like you are alone, but we can assure you that you 
are not. The God  of all comfort (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) is there to guide 
you and grant you a peace that goes beyond anything you can 
imagine (Phil. 4:6, 7).  

 

So, reach out to us! We want nothing more 
than to be vessels of God and conduits of 
His grace to remind you that you are 
loved and that  today you can be 
reconnected, redeemed, restored, 
and reconciled.  

 

You can be set free! 
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